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XI.—List of the Birds observed in the Islands of Malta and 
Gozo. By CHARLES A. WRIGHT. 


[Concluded from page 73. ] 


138. CotumBa PALUMBUs. (Wood Pigeon.) 

Tudun, Maltese. 

Passes in April and May, and again in September, October, 
and November. Never seen in great numbers. Does not breed 
here, doubtless owing to the want of woodlands. 


139. CotumBa mwas. (Stock Pigeon.) 
Also called Tudun, in Maltese. 
Spring and autumn. Does not breed in the island. 


140. CotumBa Livia. (Rock Pigeon.) 

Hamiem-tal-gebel, Maltese. 

Sedentary in the rocks and precipices of the southern coast 
of Malta and Gozo, and on the rocky islet of Filfla, where it 
breeds in considerable numbers. The young birds fly in June, 
when (the Quail season being over) the sportsmen amuse them- 
selves by pursuing them in boats. In July their numbers get 
pretty well thinned; probably a good many then leave us, 
owing to the difficulty of finding a sufficiency of food. As 
examples of escaped Domestic Pigeons are to be seen breeding 
in the same localities, crosses doubtless often occur. 


141. CotumBa TURTUR. (Turtle-Dove.) 

Gamiem, Maltese. 

Passes in large flocks in April and May, when great numbers 
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are caught in platform-nets. Hooded decoy-birds, which are 
sometimes kept for six or eight years, are used to entice the 
wild ones into the nets. This sport is a favourite amusement 
with the country gentry ; and in most of the casals, or villages, 
the village priest, whose occupations and duties afford him an 
abundance of idle time, pursues it with great assiduity. The 
manner in which the Doves are taken is as follows :—A spot is 
chosen, gencrally on the summit of a hill over which it is ascer- 
tained from experience the birds are accustomed to pass. This 
spot is laid out with flat stones over an area of (say) 24 feet by 
8 or 9, so that the nets, in turning over, may lie flat. The nets 
are laid, and fastened to the ground, one on each side of this 
platform. Two hooded birds are placed at one end, in a depres- 
sion, in. order that they may be perfectly free of the nets when 
they are pulled over them. They are fastened by the leg to a 
piece of wood, moving on a hinge, so that by pulling a string 
the bird can be raised gently in the air and exposed to the view 
of passing flocks. It is generally the custom to post two or 
three birds, hooded and secured in like manner, as outsiders, 
on raised heaps of stones, to render them more conspicuous 
objects of attraction. When the Doves are seen approaching in 
the distance, one or more of these distant decoys are first raised 
and let down, and afterwards the others. Twenty or thirty 
Doves, and upwards, are frequently caught in this way at one 
haul. Great care and attention are requisite in keeping the 
decoy-birds from one year to another, as the success of the 
deception depends very much on the plumage being as perfect 
as possible. Instances of Columba turtur breeding in captivity, 
and also of its crossing with C. risoria, are known, but such 
occurrences are rare. From time to time it has been observed 
to breed in Gozo in a wild state. As an illustration of the great 
power of flight of these birds, it may be mentioned that thousands 
of them may annually be seen passing over the island without 
alighting. In September they reappear on their way from 
Europe, but are not generally so plentiful then as in spring. 
At this time they consist chiefly of birds of the year, which want 
the collar, so conspicuous a feature in the adult, and are altogether 
of a duller hue. 
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Mr. E. Newton writes to ‘The Ibis,’ in August 1859, dated 
during his voyage down the Red Sea, as follows :—‘ Altogether I 
have seen a good many birds between Malta and Alexandria ;” 
and amongst the rest he notices having observed Turtur risorius. 
Is not Columba turtur here intended? Or if that accurate 
observer saw T. risorius, is it not more likely to have been 
when passing down the Red Sea, where, with T. egyptiacus, 
T. risorius takes the place of Columba turtur? T. risorius is 
not included in European lists, and does not usually appear 
so far north as the Mediterranean, which sea Columba turtur 
annually crosses twice in its migrations from Africa to Europe, 
and vice versd. 

142. Prerocies atcuata. (Pintail Sandgrouse.) 

Schembri records the capture of several examples at Marsa- 
scirocco (a bay on the S.E. coast of Malta), at the Marsa, and on 
the islet of Comino, all in April 1843. Since then I have not 
heard of any others having been taken. 

143. PERDIX corurNIx. (Quail.) 

Summiena, Maltese. 

In spring and autumn, especially the latter, large numbers of 
these birds alight on the island, and constitute the principal 
game of the sportsmen of Malta. Although usually arriving 
with the prevalent winds of the season, as before mentioned in 
reference to birds in general, they also find their way here during 
perfect calms, provided that it is their season of migration. 
In spring they come during the night, and chiefly to the west 
and north-west coasts, Gozo being at this season the most favoured 
locality. In autumn, on the contrary, they arrive for the most 
part during the hours of daylight, and then the east and south- 
east coasts are the parts where they are most abundant; at 
both seasons, however, they are found scattered throughout 
both islands. Quails come here in the greatest numbers in 
September, though in April very large flights occasionally occur. 
A good shot may bag in a day, in the height of the season, fifty 
to sixty brace by hard work, notwithstandmg the numerous 
sportsmen out; but such sport is the exception, days repeatedly 
occurring on which hardly a bird can be found. Ten or fifteen 
brace are ordinarily a very good bag. Various methods, in 
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addition to shooting, are adopted for catching these birds. A 
few breed here in March. Some of these are also caught by 
imitating the call-note of the female, and so drawing the males, 
which are the first to arrive, into nets spread on the standing 
corn. A few solitary birds are to be found throughout the winter. 


144, Orıs TARDA. (Bustard.) 

Pittarrun, Maltese. 

Rare ; every two or three years one or two are shot, chiefly 
in Gozo. It has also been obtained at Marfa (the N.W. ex- 
tremity of Malta) and in the Valley of Naxiar. Since 1857 I 
have known of the capture of five individuals. In the autumn 
of 1862, I was forestalled in the purchase of a fine male in the 
market by the Governor’s purveyor, who had just secured it for 
Prince Alfred’s dinner. 


145. Oris teTrax. (Little Bustard.) 

Pittarra, Maltese. 

Rare; but perhaps rather less so than the preceding species. 
One, a female, was shot in October 1862. 


146. Oris HouBARA. (Ruffed Bustard.) 
Quite accidental. About twenty years ago a male specimen 
was obtained, during a storm. 


147. Cursorius EUROPÆUS. (Cream-coloured Courser.) 

Rare, although few years pass without some being taken. 
I have seen specimens shot in March, April, and May. It is 
said to appear also in July, August, and September. ‘The 
natives very inappropriately call it Pluviera ta l Inghilterra 
(English Plover). 


148. Cipicnemus crepitans. (Thick~knee.) 

Tellerita, Maltese. 

Common in spring and autumn, until the end of November. 
Breeds here, in June and July, on the barren rocks in the uncul- 
tivated parts of the island, particularly about Marfa. Occa- 
sionally seen late in the winter. May be almost considered 
resident. 


149. CHARADRIUS PLUVIALIS. (Golden Plover.) 
Pluviera, Maltese. 


observed in the Islands of Malta and Gozo. 141 


Taken in considerable numbers, and sold at the poulterers’, 
in November, a few generally arriving in October. Appear 
again in March, but in much more restricted numbers. A few 
are seen in December and January. The only one I ever saw 
in summer plumage was shot in May 1861; it was very small, 
and in exceedingly bad condition. Bree says that Charadrius 
longipes, a small variety or race found on the Asiatic sea-coasts, 
has been captured at Malta; and Mr. Tristram writes to me that 
the specimen referred to was shot by Colonel Drummond-Hay. 


150. CHARADRIUS MORINELLUS. (Dotterel.) 

Birwina, Maltese. 

Also common; arrives early in autumn, and is met with 
till November. It is most plentiful in October and November. 
Rarely met with in spring. 

151. CHARADRIUS HIATICULA. (Ringed Plover.) 

Monakella prima, Maltese. 

Common at the heads of the creeks and harbours in spring 
and autumn. It commences to appear in March, and is occa- 
sionally seen in summer. 


152. CHARADRIUS MINOR (Mey. & Wolf). (Little Ringed. 
Plover.) 
Monakella sekonda, Maltese. 


Common, arriving and departing with the preceding species. 


153. CHARADRIUS cantranus (Lath.). (Kentish Plover.) 

Mr. W. C. P. Medlycott and myself shot several on Fort 
Manoel Island, in the Marsamuscetto Harbour, in the year 1853 ; 
but since then I have not observed it. Owing to its likeness to 
the cognate species, C. minor, it has doubtless been overlooked— 
as I cannot believe, common as it is on the north and south 
shores of the Mediterranean, it does not pretty often give us a 
call in its periodical migrations. 

154, Hæmarorus ostraLecus. (Oyster-catcher.) 

Cavalier, Maltese. 

Only an accidental visitor. It has been observed in April, 
August, September, October, and November. Mr. Medlycott 
saw one on the 17th April 1854—a day rendered famous by 
the appearance of almost every species of the families Ardeide 
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and Scolopacide that is known to visit Malta, including some of 
the rarer ones. The wind blew fresh from the eastward, and 
the passage of birds continued all day. A specimen was killed 
in the summer of 1860, and another on the Ist April 1861. 


155. PRATINCOLA GLAREOLA. (Collared Pratincole.) 

Perniciotta, Maltese. 

An annual visitor in spring and autumn. It passes in March, 
April, and May, and again in August and September. In some 
years it is common, and is generally found in open, freshly 
ploughed fields, feeding upon beetles and other Coleopterous 
insects, of which it appears to be very fond. Its flesh is coarse 
and unfit for food. 


156. VANELLUS cRiIstTaTus. (Lapwing.) 

Veneua, Maltese. 

Passes in flocks, from-November to March. In 1861 some 
were shot as late as the 14th April; but this is a very rare 
occurrence. 


157. VANELLUS HELVETICUS. (Grey Plover.) 

Pluviera pastarda, Maltese. 

A pretty regular visitor in April and May, and again in 
August and September. I have shot specimens in all its muta- 
tions of plumage, from the light-grey suit of winter to the black- 
and-white coat and black waistcoat it puts on for its nuptial 
attire. The Grey Plover is generally seen here singly along the 
sea-shore, wading at the brink of the water in the manner of the 
Scolopacide. 


158. GRUS CINEREA. (Common Crane.) 

Grua, Maltese. 

A few are seen annually in spring and autumn, and occasion- 
ally in the winter months. One was killed on the 18th December 
1860, and another in March 1861. 


159. ANTHROPOIDES VIRGO. (Numidian Crane.) 

Damigella, Maltese. 

Accidental; only two or three specimens are recorded. The 
last was killed in March 1861. 


N.B.—The Balearic Crane (Balearica pavonina) is mentioned 
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by authors as having been met with at Malta, but I have not 
been able to confirm this. 


160. ARDEA CINEREA. (Common Heron.) 

Russet imperial, Maltese. 

Not uncommon in spring and autumn. Sometimes seen in 
winter in stormy weather. 


161. ARDEA PURPUREA. (Purple Heron.) 

Russet culur-cannella, Maltese. 

Large flocks may be seen passing in spring and autumn. 
Single birds arc also often seen and shot. They alight on the 
carob-trees and along the sea-shore. 


162. ArpEA aLBa. (White Heron.) 
Schembri records this Heron as a rare visitor. 


163. ARDEA GarzeTta., (Egret.) 

Agrett, Maltese. 

Common in spring and autumn. Large flocks are often seen 
passing, in company with A. purpurea. 


164, ARDEA comata. (Squacco Heron.) 

Agrett isfar (Yellow Heron), Maltese. 

I have met with this bird most frequently in May, and shot 
four or five at different times on Fort Manoel Island in that 
month. It is also seen in June. It passes again in September. 


165. ARDEA BUBULCUS. (Buff-backed Heron.) 

There is a preserved skin of this bird in the Malta University 
Museum ; and Schembri records the capture of two specimens in 
Malta. 


166. ARDEA sTELLARIS. (Bittern.) 

Cappun imperial, Maltese. 

It is only now and then that one hears of a Bittern being 
shot, and it is certainly a rare bird. One was killed at the 
Marsa in March 1859, another in the spring of 1860, and 
another in December following. Another was brought to me 
in October 1863. 


167. ArpEA MinvTa. (Little Bittern.) 
Blongios, Maltese. 
Not uncommon in April, May, and September. It may often 
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be put up from the sudla-fields at the Marsa, and is also met 
with in the carob-trees. 


168. ArpEa Nycticorax. (Night Heron.) 

Quack, Maltese. 

A common annual visitor in spring and autumn. It is gene- 
rally first seen in March. I have often heard the note of this 
Heron at night-time passing overhead. It roosts in the carob- 
trees like the other Herons. 


169. Ciconta apa. (White Stork.) 

Grua or Cicogna baida, Maltese. 

Rare ; not seen annually. One was shot on the 22nd March 
1857. I am indebted to Capt. Carr, R.A., for noting two other 
examples of this bird, which were shot on the 4th and 7th May 
1863, and which he kindly sent me for my collection. 


170. Ciconta nigra. (Black Stork.) 

Grua or Cicogna seuda, Maltese. 

Also rare. I saw three alight in some carob-trees in St. 
Julian’s Valley in April 1852 ; and I have one which was shot 
in May 1860, having a malformation of bill. 


171. PLATALEA LEUcoRODIA. (Spoonbill.) 

Paletta, Maltese. 

Rare. The following are the only instances of this bird being 
seen or shot that have come to my knowledge :—One observed 
on Fort Manoel Island in May 1858; the same or another was 
shot a few days afterwards at St. Paul’s Bay, and another a few 
weeks later. Three were killed in Gozo in the spring of 1860; 
and another at Marsascirocco in November of the same year. 
One of two was killed in May 1861, and two others in June 
1862. Another (young), which is in my possession, was obtained 
at the Salini on the 21st September 1862. 


172. [sts raucineLLus. (Glossy Ibis.) 

Velleran, Maltese. 

A pretty regular visitor in spring and autumn in small flocks. 
Sometimes a solitary one is seen accompanying a flock of Egrets 
(Ardea garzetta). 


173. NumeEnivus arquatus. (Curlew.) 
Gurlin, Maltese. 
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Spring and autumn. Oftenest seen in September and October. 
It also passes in July, when its well-known call may not unfre- 
quently be heard on still nights. 


174. Numenius puæorus. (Whimbrel.) 

175. NUMENIUS TENUIROSTRIS. (Slender-billed Curlew.) 

These two birds are often confounded together, and are indis- 
criminately called by the Maltese sportsmen Gurlin sekond and 
Gurlin terz. They arrive at the same seasons as the Common 
Curlew. I have shot five or six specimens of N. tenuirostris at 
different times, and examined many others obtained in the 
market. It is certainly the commonest species of the three. I 
cannot agree with Dr. Bree’s opinion that there can be any 
question regarding the specific difference between N. pheopus 
and N. tenuirostris. As far as my observations extend, the 
difference between the two species is distinct and constant ; and 
the points in which they differ are clearly laid down by Degland, 
and entirely correspond with my own experience. The variations 
observable in the size and length of the bill should not present 
any difficulty, as the same occur in the common species, N. ar- 
quatus, and doubtless arise from difference of age and sex. I gain 
confidence in this opinion on reading a letter from Sir William 
Jardine to Dr. Leith Adams, which has been kindly placed at 
my disposal. The remarks contained in this letter are so much 
to the purpose, that I shall make no apology for giving them 
here. Referring to some specimens of the Slender-billed Curlew 
sent to him from Malta by Dr. Adams and myself, Sir William 
Jardine says :— : 

“ You may rest perfectly satisfied about N. tenuirostris. Ihave 
not seen Dr. Bree’s remarks, but there is no doubt about the 
distinction. I have compared Whimbrels from a great many 
localities, and they agree very well together ; and I have type-spe- 
cimens of T. tenuirostris from the Prince of Canino, which are 
identical witi the birds I examined, and now have from you. The 
nearest state of the Whimbrel to T. tenuirostris is the male in 
breeding-plumage. This I have, killed in May; but it is easily 
distinguished by strength of bill, head-markings, and tail. Of 
course, in both the kinds you have, the bills differ in length, 
thickness, and strength, as in the Curlew.” 
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176. Limosa acoceruata (Degland). (Black-tailed Godwit.) 

Ghirwiel prim, Maltese. 

Not very common. Early in spring and autumn. Passes 
also in January and February in the winter plumage. 


177. Limosa RUFA. (Bar-tailed Godwit.) 

One example is recorded as having been taken by W. J. Ross, 
Esq., on the 22nd September 1843. For this information I am 
indebted to Dr. Leith Adams, who also informs me that this 
specimen is now in the Derby Museum at Liverpool. 


178. Toranus eLottis. (Greenshank.) 

Ceu-ceua, Maltese. 

Arrives in March and September, and is seen occasionally in 
June, July, and August ; also in April and May. 


179. Toranus ruscus. (Spotted Redshank.) 

Ciuvet, Maltese. 

Not so common as the preceding. Spring, summer, and 
autumn, in all states of plumage. It is oftenest seen from March 
to May. 


180. Totanus staenatitis. (Marsh Sandpiper.) 

Ceu-ceua sekonda, Maltese. 

Appears annually in spring and autumn, but is not generally 
very common. Unlike most of its congeners, it is very tame, 
and easily approached. I have known it to crouch, as the Stints 
will sometimes do, and allow a person to walk close past it, without 
taking flight. 

181. Toranus cauipRis. (Redshank.) 

Pluverot, Maltese. ` 

Rather common in March and April, and again in September. 
Occasionally observed in the summer and winter months. 


182. TOTANUS GLaREOLA. (Wood Sandpiper.) 

Pespus-tal-bahar, Maltese. 

This is one of the commonest and earliest of the Sandpipers 
in March, and continues to be seen throughout April and part of 
May. Repasses in July and September. I once saw a flock of 
upwards of a hundred together. They uttered aloud twittering 
note, which, coming from so many throats at the same time, 
produced a curious effect. 
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183. Toranus ocuropus. (Green Sandpiper.) 

Sweida, Maltese. 

Also rather common, and arrives at the same seasons as the 
preceding species. It is sometimes to be seen in June. Is 
more partial to inland situations than T. glareola. 


184, Toranus HyPOLEUCUS. (Common Sandpiper.) 

Beggazzina tar-rocca, Maltese. 

Very common in spring and autumn. Arrives in March, and 
is common till May. It then becomes scarce, and, until the 
middle of July, it is rarely seen. About this time small flocks 
reappear on the coast, and in August and September it is again 
common. It almost entirely disappears in winter. A few 
probably breed here in summer. 

185. Macueres puenax. (Ruff.) 

Ghirwiel, Maltese. 

Arrives early in spring, and is rather common in March and 
April. I have seen it rarely as early as February. Repasses 
towards the end of September, October, and November. Indi- 
viduals in the full nuptial dress have been taken; but they are 
very uncommon. 


186. Scotopax masor. (Great Snipe.) 

Bekkach-ta-meju, Maltese. 

Not uncommon sometimes in April and May, and occasionally 
seen earlier; but I have never heard of its being observed in 
the autumn or winter. 

187. ScoLopax GaALLinaco. (Common Snipe.) 

Bekkach, Maltese. 

Pretty common in February, March, and April, and seen till 
May. It is never, however, very plentiful. Repasses in Sep- 
tember, October, and November. 

188. ScoLOPAX GALLINULA., (Jack Snipe.) 

Cincogna, Maltese. 

Pretty common in March, and reappears in October and No- 
vember. 

189. ScoLopax RusTICOLA. _(Woodcock.) 

Gallina, Maltese. 

In some years the Woodcock is not uncommon at the period of 
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its migration in October and November. A feware said sometimes 
to stay the winter. Individuals are occasionally shot in March. 


190. Trinea canutus. (Knot.) 

Ghirwiel rar (rare), Maltese. 

There is a specimen in the Malta University Museum. 
Schembri records the capture of two or three examples in 
January and February, in winter plumage. 


191. TRINGA SUBARQUATA. (Curlew-Sandpiper.) 

Beggazzina hamra (red), Maltese. 

Common in spring and autumn. In May it assumes the 
beautiful red plumage of the breeding-season, in which state I 
have often shot it in company with Stints (T. minuta). I have 
also seen it in June, July, August, and September. 


192. Trinca cincLus. (Dunlin.) 

Beggazzina-ta-tis, Maltese. 

Common in spring and autumn. Arrives earlier in the spring 
than the preceding species. On its return in autumn it is seen 
till November. 


193. Trinca MinutA. (Stint.) 
Tertusca, Maltese. 
Very common in spring, part of summer, and autumn. 


194. TRINGA TEMMINCKII. (Temminck’s Stint.) 

I shot one of these diminutive birds on the 21st September 
1855, in winter plumage, and another, in summer plumage, in 
1858. 


195. ARENARIA CALIDRIS. (Sanderling.) 

Mr. J. Horne has kindly sent me two Sandpipers which were 
shot at Marfa (the north-west extremity of Malta) on the 24th 
September 1862. One of them is Arenaria calidris, assuming 
the winter plumage, and the other Tringa cinclus. I have never 
met with the Sanderling in Malta before, and I believe it is a 
rare bird in the Mediterranean. 


196. SrREPSILAS INTERPRES. (Turnstone.) 
Monakella imperiala, Maltese. 
A rather irregular visitor, and somewhat rare. It generally 
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appears in May, August, and September; but I have shot it in 
December. 


197. HIMANTOPUS MELANOPTERUS. (Stilt.) 

Fra-servient, Maltese. 

Not uncommon in March and April, and reappears in Sep- 
tember and October. 


198. Recurvinostra avocetta. (Avocet.) 

Scifa, Maltese. ; 

Very rare. When seen, it has generally been in April and 
May. There are two specimens in the University Museum, 
which were shot many years ago. I have a specimen, a female, 
shot at the Salini, out of a party of three, on the 7th November 
1860. One of the two others, a fine male, was afterwards killed 
at the same place, and another in the spring of 1862. 


199. PHÆNICOPTERUS ROSEUS. (Flamingo.) 

Fiamingu, Maltese. 

Merely an accidental visitor. When seen, it has generally 
been in June. One was shot in 1860, in May. 

The Flamingo is very common on the lagoons and inland 
lakes of Barbary, particularly on the lagoon of Tunis, where I 
shot two in March 1859. I know of no more striking sight 
than the flight of a large number of these extraordinary-looking 
birds, of which it is no unusual thing to see as many as five or 
six hundred or even a thousand together. Their long legs and 
necks stretched out to their fullest extent, with an African 
sun shining on their white bodies and crimson wings, form a 
spectacle which, once witnessed, must ever remain deeply 
impressed on the mind. They are exceedingly shy, and it was 
only by pursuing them for several days in a sailing-boat, and 
using a heavy charge of powder and pistol-bullets, that I 
finally succeeded in obtaining the specimens alluded to. 

200. Rattus aquaticus. (Water Rail.) 

Gallotz-ta-scitua (Winter Rail), Maltese. 

Not very common. Spring and autumn, and a few in the 
winter months. 

201. Rattus crex. (Corn Crake.) 

Gallotz-ta-Germania, Maltese. 


150 Mr. C. A. Wright’s List of the Birds 


Not uncommon. It is an early visitor in spring, and appears 
again in antumn. Never heard it call. 


202. Rattus porzana. (Spotted Crake.) 

Gallotz sekond, Maltese. 

Pretty common. Appears at the same time as the preceding 
species. Most plentiful in March. 


203. RALLUS BAILLONI. (Baillon’s Crake.) 

This bird is probably commoner than it is generally considercd 
to be, owing to its retiring habits and its being mistaken for 
Rallus pusillus. The first that came under my notice was shot 
by Mr. J. Quintana, at the Marsa, on the 27th October 1860, and 
another was killed at the same place on the following day. Two 
others are in my possession, both obtained in March—one in 
1861, and the other in 1862. I have seen three others in local 
collections. The most recent capture (March 19, 1863) came 
into the possession of Capt. Morgan, who skinned it. 


204. Rattus PUSILLUS, (Little Crake.) 

Gallotz terz, Maltese. 

Rather plentiful in spring in some years, but less so in 
autumn. Oftenest met with in March, in low humid localities 
at the head of the Great Harbour. 


205. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS. (Water Hen.) 

Gallotz prim, Maltese. 

Not uncommon in March, April, and early in May, and again 
in September. 


206. Furica atra. (Coot.) 

Tigiega-tal-Bahar, Maltese. 

Common in spring and autumn, more particularly in the latter 
season, when it begins to appear about the middle of August, 
and is seen till November. 


207. Furca cristata. (Crested Coot.) 

I killed a specimen of this African species, in fine breeding- 
plumage, in May 1859. Dr. Gulia informs me that three others 
were shot at Marsa Scala, in February 1860. 


208. STERCORARIUS CATARRACTES. (Skua.) 
On the 9th June 1860 a specimen of this northern bird fell 
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into my hands, which had been shot at the Salini, on the north 
coast of Malta, some time before. 


209. STERCORARIUS POMARINUs. (Pomarine Skua.) 
Schembri notices the capture of a single individual at sea, 
twenty miles to the northward of this island. 


210. Larus ruscus. (Lesser Black-backed Gull.) 

Rather rare. Mr. W.C. P. Medlycott shot one in the winter 
of 1858. I have seen several at different times in the winter of 
1859-60, and in May 1861 and 1862. In May 1863, two 
fine examples appeared daily, for upwards of a week, in the 
Marsamuscetto Harbour, in company with several Herring-Gulls ; 
and one of them was shot by Lieut. Sperling, R.N., of H.M.S. 
‘ Icarus)? 


211. Larus arcentatus. (Herring-Gull.) 

One of the commonest Gulls here in winter and spring, 
when it may be seen daily in the harbours and round the coast. 
It becomes very scarce in summer and autumn ; but a few breed 
annually in the precipitous cliffs on the southern coast of both 
Malta and Gozo. I have an egg of this bird, taken here, and 
have seen several others. The Maltese call all the Gulls by the 
general name of Gauja. 

212. Larus avpouini. (Audouin’s Gull.) 

I have a note from Mr. Tristram saying that he had observed 
this species at Malta. 

218. Larus canus. (Common Gull.) 

Schembri says it is common in autumn and winter. There 
is a specimen in the Malta Museum. 


214, Larus TRIDACTYLUS. (Kittiwake Gull.) 
Schembri records the capture of one in January 1843. It is 
said to be common at Gibraltar. 


215. Larus eexastes. (Slender-billed Gull.) 

There are two Malta-killed specimens in the University Mu- 
seum. I believe that I have seen it several times flying about 
the harbours, but never succeeded in shooting one. 


216. LARUS MELANOCEPHALUS. (Adriatic or Mediterranean 
Gull.) 
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This is the Common Gull of Malta, and visits us very regu- 
larly at the time of its migrations. It arrives in large flocks about 
the first weck of December, and sometimes a little earlier. By 
the end of March, when it has assumed the pure black head of 
the breeding-plumage, it suddenly departs in search of suitable 
places for nidification. Not a single bird lingers behind; and 
all my endeavours to find it breeding here have proved in vain. 
It is very sociable in its habits, and during winter congregates 
in large flocks in the harbours, feeding on the offal from the 
ships and town. It is amusing to see what excellent time- 
keepers they are in reference to the hours of meals on board the 
men-of-war. On their return in December the black head is 
no longer visible, having become white at the autumnal moult. 
They are then accompanied by the young of the year, which, 
like other Gulls, differ considerably in their plumage from the 
adult birds. Mr. Medlycott and Mr. Tristram saw this species 
breeding in the cliffs of the Island of Sardinia, in May. 


217. Larus ripisunpus. (Black- or Brown-headed Gull.) 

Associates with the former species, but is by no means so 
common. It does not appear to remain long enough to assume 
the brown head ; at least, I have never met with it in the breed- 
ing-dress. Schembri mentions having obtained a specimen of 
the variety Larus capistratus, Temm., or Masked Gull, which he 
includes as a species. l 


218. Larus minutus. (Little Gull.) 

In some years this species is pretty plentiful in our harbours 
in winter, and it not unfrequently arrives in September. Its 
great tameness and fearlessness of danger are a remarkable fea- 
ture in this bird. J have shot as many as nine or ten in the 
course of a few hours, and might have shot more. It may easily 
be recognized on the wing by its small size, peculiar light 
butterfly manner of flight, and dark under-wing-coverts. I have 
never seen it here in the breeding-plumage. Besides the general 
name of Gauja, or Gull, the Maltese call it Cirleua, or Tern, 
from its somewhat similar mode of flight. 


219. STERNA cantiaca. (Sandwich Tern.) 
A few are sometimes seen in autumn and winter. 
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220. STERNA HIRUNDO. (Common Tern.) 
A few in spring, autumn, and winter. 


221. STERNA MINUTA. (Lesser Tern.) 

Rare. Mr. Medlycott shot a specimen a few years ago. I saw 
two others in St. Paul’s Bay, in August 1855. In Marsala, 
Sicily, I observed a good many of these pretty little Terns, and 
shot several in the month of August. 


222. STERNA FISSIPES. (Black Tern.) 
Occasionally observed in autumn and later. I shot one out 
of three on the 23rd July 1858, at Fort Manoel. 


223. STERNA LEUCOPTERA. (White-winged Black Tern.) 
Visits us in spring and autumn. Several in my possession 
were shot in May. 


224, STERNA HyBRIDA. (Whiskered Tern.) 

Visits us in spring, summer, and autumn. Not common. I 
have a specimen that was shot, with two or three of the preceding 
species, on the 16th May 1860. This and the preceding species 
generally appear at the head of the Great Harbour in May, 
after or during a strong north-westerly wind. 


225. PuFFINUS CINEREUS. (Cinereous Shearwater.) 
Ciefa, Maltese. 


226. Purrinus ANGLOoRUM. (Manx Shearwater.) 

Garni, Maltese. 

Both these species are sedentary, and breed on the southern 
coast of Malta and Gozo and on the islet of Filfla, as also on 
the small island of Comino. I have frequently visited Filfla in 
June and July, and taken the eggs, as well as the young and 
old birds. They lay a single egg of a pure white, rather large, 
and deposit it on the bare ground, in a crevice or under a frag- 
ment of rock. That of Puffinus anglorum is rather smaller and 
more elliptical than the other. Like many other sea-birds, 
they allow themselves to be taken whilst sitting, without making 
any attempt to escape, merely snapping at the intruder’s fingers 
with their strong sharp bill. Both young and old birds, when 
handled, are apt to eject, in a very disagreeable manner, a green- 
ish fluid, formed by their feeding on the Inula crithmoides, one 
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of the few plants that grow on that desolate rock. The fisher- 
men use the flesh of these birds to bait their wicker pots. 


227. THALASSIDROMA PELAGICA. (Storm Petrel.) 

Cangiu-ta-Filfla, Maltese. 

Sedentary, and very common on the south side of the island. 
Also breeds at Filfla. It lays a single white egg, without making 
any nest. This bird was described by Schembri as a new species, 
under the name of T. melitensis, on account of certain variations 
in the white markings of the tail-feathers. These variations, 
however, are observable in specimens from other parts of Europe. 


228. PHatacrocorax CARBO. (Cormorant.) 

Margun, Maltese. 

Not uncommon, but is not very regular in its visits. Gence- 
rally appears in the winter months. I have seen it, however, in 
spring, summer, and autumn. 


229. PELECANUS ONOcCROTALUS. (Pelican.) 

Sassla (Scoop), Maltese. 

Accidental. In 1848 a great many were driven on this island 
during a violent gale of wind from the north-east, and many 
were shot at Sliema, St. Julian’s, and other places on the north 
coast. In July 1859, after a gale from the north-west, a male 
in full breeding-plumage was shot at Marsascirocco. At the end 
of October and beginning of November 1861 several were seen, 
and two or three shot (young birds). 


230. ANSER SYLVESTRIS. (Bean Goose.) 

Wizza salvaggia, Maltese. 

In stormy weather about the time of the autumnal equinox, 
and in winter, flocks of Wild Geese are sometimes seen passing 
over the island or along the coast. They seldom make any 
stay, and are not very often shot. All those I have examined 
were of this species. 

N.B.—The two specimens of Anser brachyrhynchus noticed in 
my list, published in Dr. Gulia’s ‘ Ripertorio di Storia Naturale 
di Malta,’ as having been obtained in the Malta market in May 
1858 by Mr. Tristram, proved, on closer examination by that 
gentleman, to be examples of Anser sylvestris ; so that A. brachy- 
rhynchus must come out of the Malta list. 
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231. Cyenus rerus. (Hooper.) 

Zinna, Maltese. 

From time to time, at rare intervals, small flocks of Swans 
have been seen flying along the coast in stormy weather. The 
only one examined by me was a specimen of C. ferus, which was 
shot on the 27th January 1847, and is now in the Malta Uni- 
versity. 

232. Anas TADORNA. (Shieldrake.) 

Culuvert-ta-Barberia, Maltese. 

At the end of October or beginning of November these birds 
first arrive, and a few pass throughout the winter. 


233. ANAS casaRcA. (Ruddy Shieldrake.) 
One specimen shot, by Signor F. Borg, on the north coast, 
and its skin preserved. 


234. Anas CLYPEATA, (Shoveller.) 

Palettuna, Maltese. 

One of the commonest of the Maltese Ducks. Passes from 
November till the beginning of spring. 


235. Anas BoscHAS. (Mallard.) 

Culuvert, male; Borca, female, Maltese. 

Not uncommon along the sea-shore in November and De- 
cember. A few appear again in March. 


236. Anas acuta. (Pintail Duck.) 
Silfiun, Maltese. 

Occasionally in the winter. 

237. ANAS STREPERA. (Gadwall.) 
Culuvert sekond, Maltese. 
Occasionally in the winter. 


238. ANAS PENELOPE. (Wigeon.) 

Silfiun, Maltese. 

Not uncommon in winter, and sometimes seen in spring and 
summer. I have a specimen which was shot on the 8th June. 


239. ANAS QUERQUEDULA. (Summer Teal.) 
Sarsella, Maltese. 
Not uncommon in spring and autumn, and occasionally in 
summer. 
M2 
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240. Anas crecca. (Teal.) 

Sarsella, Maltese. 

Not uncommon in spring, and from November to March. 
They also sometimes appear during the strong north-westerly 
winds which prevail in June. 


241. FULIGULA FERINA. (Pochard.) 

The first Maltese specimens I saw of this species were a male 
and female, which I shot on Fort Manocl Island, in November 
1858. Mr. W. C. P. Medlycott afterwards shot one in Sliema 
Creek, in December 1859. Since then I have almost yearly 
observed a few individuals in the market. 


242, Furicuna cristata. (Tufted Duck.) 
Braimla, Maltese. 
Very rare; seen in winter. 


243. Furictta nyroca. (Nyroca Duck.) 

Braimla, Maltese. 

Perhaps the commonest Duck which visits the island. Ar- 
rives in the autumn, winter, and spring. 


244. FULIGULA RUFINA. (Red-crested Whistling Duck.) 

A specimen was obtained on the Ist September 1861. I 
was only in time to secure the bill and legs, which were enough 
to determine the species; the rest had been consigned to the 
pot. Mr. Tristram, I believe, has also observed it in Malta. 


245. MERGUS sERRATOR. (Red-breasted Merganser.) 

Serra, Maltese. 

A well-known bird’ here; but it is much rarer in some years 
than in others. It arrives in November; but I have seen it 
oftenest in December and January, when both immature and, 
very rarely, adult birds are met with. 


246. MERGUS ALBELLUS. (Smew.) 

Serra, Maltese. 

Very rare. Never saw it myself, but give it on the authority 
of Schembri. 


247. CoLYMBUS SEPTENTRIONALIS. (Red-throated Diver.) 
Blongiun, Maltese. 
Schembri states that he saw one in 1839, and another in 
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1841; and I am informed by Dr. Gulia that M. Barthélemy, of 
Marseilles, shot four specimens (young birds) in Gozo in the 
winter of 1858-59. 


248. Popicers cristatus. (Crested Grebe.) 

Blongiun prim, Maltese. 

Common. Arrives in September, and may be seen during 
the greater part of the winter. It is sometimes seen on passage 
in the spring. | 

249. Popicers cornutus. (Horned Grebe.) 

Blongiun sekond, Maltese. 

Met with in winter. 


250. Popicrers auritus. (Eared Grebe.) 
Blongiun sekond, Maltese. 
Not very common ; but I have obtained four or five specimens. 


251. Popicers minor. (Little Grebe.) 

Blongiun terz, Maltese. 

Not uncommon about the end of August or beginning of 
September. 


252. URIA TROILE. (Guillemot.) 

One specimen was taken about twelve years ago, and is still 
in the possession of Dr. Grech Delicata, Professor of Zoology 
and Botany in the Malta University. 


253. FRATERCULA arctica. (Puffin.) 
Schembri mentions the capture of a single specimen of this 
rare Mediterranean bird in November 1882. 


XII.—Five Months in the West Indies. 
By E. Cavenpisu Tayor, M.A., F.Z.S. 


Part 1].— Martinique, Dominica, and Porto Rico. 
[Continued from p. 97.] 


From Trinidad or Venezuela to the Windward Islands is a great 
descent in an ornithological point of view; for whereas the 
former localities are excessively rich in birds, both as regards 
species and individuals, the latter are decidedly poor in species, 


